
Spanish	Ladies	+	The	Ryans	and	the	Pittmans

Although likely written earlier, the British naval song “Spanish Ladies” became associated with soldiers forced to return home after years 
aiding Spain against Napoleon, leaving behind Spanish wives and sweethearts. In its minor key, it names English Channel landmarks 
while expressing the sorrow of parting. The tune spread widely, producing regional variants, including the major-key Newfoundland 
song “The Ryans and the Pittmans.” An emotional opposite, this song merrily recalls ports and girls visited as the sailor journeys home 
to wed his (one imagines long-suffering) love. These versions have been adapted to allow a seamless transition between songs.
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Spanish Ladies British	naval	song

The Ryans and the Pittmans

Verse	1:
Chorus:

Verse	1:
Chorus:

Newfoundland	folk	song
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